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comes the task of providing a thoroughly efficient ground staff
for the operation of commercial air services, who shall be
conversant with air organisation, aerodrome management,
control of staff, air line operations, navigation and meteorology,
use of wireless, lights and signals, control-tower operations,
stores procedure, commercial practice, and aviation law; in
fact, every phase and branch of civil and commercial aviation.
"With the spread of imperial and international co-operation
rapid communication with all parts of the world becomes vital,
and air transport offers speedier service than any other means
of conveyance.
"India is the land of vast distances, it has in its different
provinces so many important cities and centres of commercial
influence, that the rapid maintenance and necessity of getting
from one place to another in the shortest possible space of time,
with the maximum of efficiency and comfort, are the dominat-
ing factors.
"India, therefore, provides ample scope for development
and extension of ak services. Its commercial connections with
all parts of the world, and its commanding position at the
cross roads of East and West, make it essential for India to
develop commercial aviation as the normal utility service.
"Let us now see some of the new wonders of the air that
will give an idea of the immense future lying before civil and
commercial aviation in India. As already remarked, the time
is close at hand when the main line of progress will be in the
air, and it will centre on swift-carrying passenger and freight
machines, rather than on single-seaters and similar small 'planes.
"It is the day for multi-engined air liners with Schneider
trophy performance, cities and towns throughout India will
be joined up; they wiJl be in constant touch with Europe and
Asia, and centres which are at the present time to all intents
and purposes, poles apart will be linked_together, tending
towards closer friendships.
"Aviation will make progress along commercial lines, for
therein lies one of its greatest potentialities. That is why it is
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